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RBFF BOAT REGISTRATION PROGRAM CONTINUES TO
BRING BOATS BACK TO THE WATER

REGISTRATION REMINDERS IN 14 STATES SPURS THOUSANDS OF REGISTRATIONS

I ALEXANDRIA, VA (October 27, 2020) — The Recreational Boating &
Fishing Foundation (RBFF) today announced the results of its Boat
Registration Reactivation Program. In all, nearly 30,000 boats in 14 states
were re-registered as a direct result of this year’s program.

30,000 BOATS

RE-REGISTERED IN 2020

While the 2020 edition of the program saw nearly half as many letters sent
to four fewer states versus last year — a product of sensitivities around the
coronavirus and ensuing pandemic — key metrics like response rate and gross program registration fees are up over
2019%*.

“Even through extreme adversity, our Boat Registration Reactivation Program continues to bring boaters back to
the water,” said RBFF President & CEO Frank Peterson. “It’s no surprise American families are looking to get
back on the water and this program gives them the nudge they need to get on board.”

RBFF Boat Registration Reactivation Program 2020

Partnering with 14 states across the country, a total of more than 315,000 letters were distributed to owners of boats
with lapsed registrations. The letters drew nearly 30,000 individuals to re-register their boats, leading to gross
program registration fees of more than $1.2 million. With RBFF fully funding this program, all registration fees
brought in from the program goes directly back to state agencies to run critical conservation programs.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8WLJFb7MeQ

“RBFF’s Boat Registration Reactivation Program seemed almost too good to be true, but it turned out better than
expected for us in 2020,” said Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism Assistant Secretary Mike Miller
on the agency’s first time partnering with RBFF on this program. “The timing was perfect, with Kansans anxious to
spend time on the water during the pandemic. Not only did the program generate revenue through the renewal of
nearly 1,000 lapsed registrations, it also provided a unique opportunity to clean up our boater database, which
proved to be an equally valuable outcome.”

Another sign of the increased interest in boating and fishing, response rate for the 2020 program was 10.76%, well
above the direct mail benchmark of 2% and a .51% increase over 2019. To learn more about the program and find
out how you can participate, please contact Joanne Martonik.

Overall, the Boat Registration Reactivation Program has reeled in more than 410,000 boat registrations, resulting
in more than $15,000,000 in gross program registration fees since first launching in 2012.

*QGross program registration fees increased among states who participated in the Boat Registration Reactivation
Program in both 2019 and 2020.

About the Recreational Boating & Fishing Foundation (RBFF)

RBFF is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to increase participation in recreational angling and boating,
thereby protecting and restoring the nation's aquatic natural resources. RBFF's recently announced 60 in 60 effort
strives to attract 60 million anglers to the sport by the end of 2021. To help recruit, retain and reactivate
participants, RBFF developed the award-winning Take Me Fishing™ and Vamos A Pescar™ campaigns creating
awareness about boating, fishing and conservation, and educating people about the benefits of participation. These
campaigns help boaters and anglers of all ages and experience levels learn, plan and equip for a day on the water.
The campaign websites, TakeMeFishing.org and VamosAPescar.org, feature how-to videos, information on how to
get a fishing license and boat registration, and an interactive state-by-state map that allows visitors to find local
boating and fishing spots.

https://news.takemefishing.org/brrp



